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removed from the position of Commander-in-Chief the
Grand Duke Nicholas Nikolayevitch, whom the German
Crown Prince has described as the chief obstacle to a
separate peace,1 and himself took the supreme command
of his armies.

Despite the forebodings of the Tsar's more moderate
counsellors and their opposition to his replacing his uncle
as Commander-in-Chief, fortune smiled upon Russian arms
in the summer campaigns of 1916. General Brussilov, in
his drive to the Carpathians, achieved a victory second
only to that of the summer of 1914. The Austrian army
dissolved like " thin clouds before a Biscay gale ", but the
Eussian sacrifices were appalling, and when the German
divisions, hastily summoned to the support of their allies,
appeared upon the broken front, the Russian attacks
became increasingly costly and barren. Brussilov strove
to make flesh and blood achieve the function of the
artillery which he lacked. In certain divisions only three
men out of ten went into action with rifles. Wire entangle-
ments, which there were no shells to cut, were traversed
on the heaps of dead which the German machine-gunners
piled upon them. The Russians fought with desperate,
heroic courage, but, when this last effective military opera-
tion undertaken by the Tsar's armies ended in September,
the losses involved were little short of a milling and, despite
the gallantry of the troops, the will to victory had forsaken
them, to be replaced by an aching, overwhelming desire for
peace, "Peace and Bread ", became the slogan, " Peace and
Bread."

Meantime the peace paxty of the Right had not been
idle, and their activities provide one more of those baffling
contradictions which are so striking a factor in this
phase of tortuous diplomacy. In the middle of July, at the
moment when the troops under the supreme command of
Nicholas H were winning victories, he, at the behest of the
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